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About Jnana Prabodhini Foundation (JPF)
In late 2018, Jnana Prabodhini members settled in the United States began informally
meeting and discussing India and the contemporary nationwide challenges it faced.
Aiming to mobilize finances and our diverse expertise towards solving these challenges,
JPF was established in 2019. Similar to Jnana Prabodhini, JPF is a nonpolitical and non-
profit organization committed to building bridges across diverse communities around the
globe, through education, rural development, and women leadership. 

Mission
Jnana Prabodhini Foundation has identified rural development, education, and women
leadership as the areas with the greatest challenges. JPF promotes activities for drought
relief, energy sufficiency, healthcare & women empowerment to fulfill basic needs in rural
India. JPF also addresses the need for talent development, skill development & teacher’s
training programs to enhance the quality of education in India. 

JPF Logo 
The logo, with the letters J, P, and F, depicts JPF’s community-orientated approach. The
three circles at the top indicate people illustrate our focus on the community in our work.
Lastly, the symmetry within J and P letters weave together and symbolizes the ties we
have with our motherland. 

About Jnana Prabodhini 
Jnana Prabodhini - JPF’s parent organization is a non-profit headquartered in Pune, India.
Founded in 1962 as an educational and research institution, Jnana Prabodhini’s work has
now expanded to rural development, women empowerment, healthcare, and national
integration. Jnana Prabodhini directly reaches over 100,000 people through its 5 main
centers (Pune, Nigdi, Solapur, Harali, and Ambajogai) and several other concerted
programs spread across Maharashtra, Goa, Chhattisgarh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand,
and the North-East. Today it continues to grow in India and abroad as a dedicated, multi-
faceted, and nonpartisan organization.



WITH OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE 
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President, Jnana Prabodhini Foundation
Pranav Kulkarni,

JPF was established in Aug 2019. Plans were underway to launch multiple projects in the
year 2020. Early in the year, the pandemic hit, which created immense anxiety in the
society and shortly nationwide lockdowns were enforced. In addition to the huge death
toll, the pandemic also affected the economy and education. JPF quickly reprioritized its
efforts on short-term and long-term measures of COVID relief.  

During this period, the JPF team analyzed the impact of COVID on multiple sectors. We
realized that the impact on education was most severe and needed immediate support.  In
many families, the earning member had lost a job. The condition was severe in rural as
well as industrial areas. It was challenging for many families to support their regular
expenses and supporting their child's educations was beyond their imagination. In such
cases, there are chances that they become breadwinning members of the family and
permanently thrown out of the education system. To support such families and help
students continue their education, JPF decided to launch its first campaign, the Learn
India Campaign to sponsor education for children.  

As a part of this initiative, we decided to support the education of 270 students by
raising $100,000 in a period of 4 months. It was an ambitious goal for an organization that
hadn't even completed its first anniversary. It was because of a strong team of volunteers
and generous donors we were able to exceed the goal in a short duration. By the end of
the year 2020, JPF was able to support 417 students by raising $118,200.

436 generous individuals became part of this journey by donating via Paypal, Zelle, or
Facebook. Many of you went a step ahead to match the donations through Corporate
Donation Matching Programs. Team JPF and many students in India are grateful to you
and look forward to your continued support for the current and upcoming years.   



LEARN INDIA CAMPAIGN

Campaign Overview
COVID-19 has shaken the world to its core. It has led to lockdowns and closures for
businesses across the globe. The nationwide closures have severely impacted over 91% of
the world's student population which is an impact of 290 million students across 22
countries. UNESCO estimates that about 32 million students are affected in India,
including those in schools and colleges.

Realizing the need to raise funds for families and students impacted, JPF launched a Learn
India Campaign on the occasion of Gurupournima (Indian Teacher's Day) on July 5th,
2020. A separate campaign team was formed in the leadership of Omkar Natu and Swaraj
Meher. The team worked hard for the next four months to raise the target amount of
$100K to support the education of 270 students at eight different locations across India.
Jnana Prabodhini operates through 6 different educational institutes and two support
centers, providing education and skill development facilities to students. 

During COVID-19, the requirement for education sponsorship went up for students from all
of our schools. This initiative attempted to fulfill this additional need from the schools for
funding. This first JPF campaign was a huge success as the team was able to raise $118K
and support 417 students at the end of the tenure. 

In addition to the fundraising efforts, we also developed and launched multiple initiatives
to improve the quality of education. The Beyond Language Barriers program, Translation
Projects (Project-Based Learning), and the COVID-19 KAP are a few such projects which we
hope will supplement our efforts to support education and research in India. The team of
more than 70 volunteers all across the globe was involved in fundraising efforts and
education projects.

Objectives
1)   Raise $100,000 to support the education of 270 students
2) Launch initiatives to improve the quality of education in India and provide an
opportunity for diaspora abroad to actively participate in this process

3



CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES
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Methodology
It has been Jnana Prabodhini's commitment that no student with potential shall be left
out of the benefits of education. On the other hand, it's a challenge to establish the
process of identifying the right beneficiaries and ensure the amount reaches to grassroots.
JPF was lucky as all the schools JPF helped during the campaign have their process in
place to help the students from financially weaker backgrounds. 

As an initial step in the process, parents submit an application for a scholarship to school
authorities for the required amount. The school ensures that they are supporting only the
required amount so that we can help more students to continue their education.  Schools
also collect supporting documents like income proof or tax returns to ensure background
checks and use of the amount to the right beneficiaries. In some cases, random visits are
paid to their homes for further verification or additional information. Based on
applications and income information, scholarships are approved by respective
committees. Some schools have additional criteria to calculate income per family
member, severe medical conditions in the family, etc.  

There are schools in rural areas and in centers in urban slums where family income is less
than a couple of thousand dollars a year.  In such cases, it's not even sufficient to feed the
family for the year and fulfill some basic needs. In addition, it's a first-generation in the
family entering the education system. Multiple Jnana Prabodhini schools stand as solid
support to such students financially and provide them with the required guidance to
complete their graduation.  JPF is proud to be a part of this journey. 

Challenges
1) Completing this robust process during the pandemic to collect the applications and
supporting documents
2) Responding to the changing needs in a pandemic when earning member in the family
lost the job or the business was affected due to COVID
3) Salumbre and Velhe were not able to open the facilities and start the courses or
vocational training due to pandemic 
4) Changing government policies to provide fee concessions to students 



KEY STATISTICS
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USD 118,200
raised

9 Volunteers

417 students 
supported

~ USD 350 Av Annual
cost per student

 

JPF would like to express
our heartfelt gratitude
towards Analog Devices
Foundation who awarded 
 JPF USD 25,000 for the
Learn India Campaign
allowing us to support the
education of 71 students for
      a year

 Congratulations to an
anonymous couple on their
wedding! They tied knots
amidst the pandemic. The
couple celebrated the event
at a national park in a small
gathering. Eliminating all
the extravagant ceremonial
expenses, the duo donated
$20,000 to the Learn India
campaign, setting a new
example of socially
conscious togetherness.
JPF thanks their generous
donation, one that will go
on to support 58 students       
in India for one year. 

S P E C I A L  S H O U T O U T S

8 educational 
centers

18 Companies matched
donations

436 Donors



 At JPP, we have students coming from 
diverse backgrounds including from the
weaker financial backgrounds. The
pandemic hit these families hard making
it difficult to survive let alone continue
their children’s education. 

With the funding from JPF, we could give
these children concession in school fees,  
along with other support such as learning
materials, mobile devices and internet
connections so that they would be able
to avail online learning.  We thank JPF
from the bottom of our hearts for giving a
helping hand to these children in these
difficult times. Thank you!

- Milind Naik
                    Principal, JPP

JNANA PRABODHINI PRASHALA
(JPP),  PUNE
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Jnana Prabodhini Prashala is a school for gifted and talented students with a motto of
'Motivating Intelligence for Social Change'. The school focuses on enhancing social
awareness and nurturing leadership qualities among gifted students to prepare them as
tomorrow’s Change Makers and leaders.

Disbursed amount - USD 25,000
Utilized amount -  USD 21,077 

# of students supported - 34

Learn India Campaign Activities

(as of July'21)

The school was established in 1962 and has a
strength of 480 full-time students. The
student body consists of students from
across the entire socio-economic strata.

The average fee for a JPP student is USD
1000 per annum. The school offers a tiered
need-based scholarship program for
students based on their annual family
income.

Jnana Prabodhini Prashala is renowned for
its innovation and leadership in gifted
education. JPP students have consistently
performed well in the end-of-school board
exam and other competitive exams such as
the National Talent Search Examination. It's
great to see students from humble
backgrounds getting an equal opportunity of
quality education.



Add a little bit of body text

JNANA PRABODHINI NAVANAGAR
VIDYALAYA (JPNV),  NIGDI
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Jnana Prabodhini Navanagar Vidyalaya is a multidimensional institution offering a diverse
educational experience as per students' needs and interests. The school offers a multi-
faceted education through its different sections - Marathi medium, English medium, 
 Gurukul - semi-residential schooling with the aim of holistic development, and Kreedakul -
schooling with a focus on the cultivation of talent in sports.

TESTIMONIAL

The school was established in 1981 and has a
strength of 2,500 full-time students. The
student body consists of students from
across the entire socio-economic strata.

The Marathi medium section in the school
receives government aid. The average fee for
a non-aided JPNV student is USD 500 per
annum. The school offers need-based
scholarships and fee waivers for students
based on their annual family income.

 COVID 19 severely affected many
families' ability to continue their
children's education. With the
support from JPF, we could offer
scholarships to students and help
them continue their education
uninterrupted. Heartfelt gratitude!

 

   -   Aditya Shinde,
                Center Adminstrator, JPNV

Disbursed Amount - USD 38,500
Utilized Amount -  USD 38,500 

# of students supported - 187*
Non-financial activities - Beyond
Language Barriers Pilot program

Learn India Campaign Activities

(as of July'21)

*JPF initially planned to fully support 77 students from JPNV, however, based on the revised need assessment, partial
support was found adequate for a majority of students. This allowed the grant to support more students than planned.

Jnana Prabodhini Navanagar Vidyalaya has been a role model for the specialized talent
development of students. JPNV students regularly shine in academics as well as go on to
represent in state and/or nation in national and international sport events.



JNANA PRABODHINI ,  
HARALI
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Jnana Prabodhini Harali is situated in the Osmanabad district in Marathwada. The School
has grades 1 to 10 with 370 students, out of which 250 residential students are from 200
villages in the surrounding region. In 2019 45 students have been provided with a full
scholarship and 35 with a partial scholarship. It is estimated that at least 100 more
students would require scholarship in the upcoming year.

Despite numerous problems, we were
successful in not only continuing the
education but also improving the
learning outcomes. The goal would not
have been achieved without the
dedicated efforts put in by the teachers.
And it was all made possible by the
financial assistance provided by the
Jnana Prabodhini Foundation, USA. The
students from Harali village were in no
position to pay any tuition fees. Hence,
Jnana Prabodhini Harali center raises
fees for all the students from Harali
every year.

                -  Commander Abhijit Kapre
                    Center Head, JPH

Harali is in a drought-prone district of
Maharashtra. The pandemic only made
things worse for them.  

The school decided to continue
education in all ways possible. Whatsapp
groups were formed to circulate material.
For those students who did not have
access to smartphones or the internet,
teachers started visiting groups of
students in their villages themselves and
conducted schools in public and open
spaces. 

The average annual cost of education for
a student at JP Harali center is USD 250. 

Disbursed Amount - USD 25,250
Utilized Amount -  USD 25,250 
(as of July'21)
# of students supported - 101

Learn India Campaign Activities
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JNANA PRABODHINI ,
SOLAPUR (JPS)

9

Jnana Prabodhini, Solapur is an active and innovative branch of JP, with remarkable work
in literacy and child labour rehabilitation. JPS has pre-primary, primary and secondary
schools as well as a Pre-primary Teachers Training Institute. JPS has developed extensive
ties with the surrounding communities and strives to inculcate a social outlook and
awareness among the students.

The school was established in 1993 and
has a strength of 960 full-time students.
The student body consists of students
from across the entire socio-economic
strata.

The average fee for a JPS student is USD
350 per annum. The school relies on
private grants and donations to support
the education of students from weaker
socio-economic backgrounds.

 Students could continue their
academics and other school activities
in JPS despite the financial hardships
due to the COVID lockdowns. Learn
India allowed us to offer scholarships
and students bloomed against all
odds. Thank you JPF team.

 

   -    Amol Gangji,
                Joint Secretary, JPS

Disbursed Amount - USD 10,150
Utilized Amount -  USD 10,150 

# of students supported - 75*

Learn India Campaign Activities

(as of July'21)

*JPF initially planned to fully support 29 students from JPS, however, based on the revised need assessment, partial
support was found adequate for a majority of students. This allowed the grant to support more students than planned.

Jnana Prabodhini Solapur was found on the principle of societal upliftment through
education. JPS offers a variety of programs such as Kishori Vikas (personality development
program for girls from deprived backgrounds)and Prajna Vikas (talent identification and
enrichment program) for the communities that it operates in.



URBAN SLUM DEVELOPMENT
CENTER,  PUNE
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     Women empowerment is an 
integral part of our work. We support
budding women leaders for their
education and other development
activities. Many of these women come
from the lowest socio-economic
stratum of the society and hence
financial support is very important.

Thank you JPF for this financial support
through the Learn India Campaign. It is
indeed encouraging for us to expand
our work and reach out and help as
many budding leaders as possible.

     -  Harsha Kirve
        Center Head, 
        Urban Slum Development

Nagari Vasti Abhyas Gat (NVAG) is a center of Jnana Prabodhini, Pune (JP) with a goal of
transforming societies by supporting the holistic self-development of individuals in urban
slum communities. 

The Center also facilitates the study of these communities to better understand the
situation of the people, their problems, and ultimately research more effective ways to
support them. NVAG is currently working with 10 communities and plans to expand to
another 10 in the coming year. With the ongoing record migration of rural India to cities
such as Pune leading to ever-expanding urban slums, the center’s work is paramount and
is only going to grow.

Disbursed Amount - USD 2,800
Utilized Amount -  USD 2,800

# of students supported - 8

Learn India Campaign Activities

(as of July'21)

This grant was specifically requested and
utilized for the ‘Financial support for
continuing education’ aspect of NVAG’s
work. This program is mainly focused on
providing financial support for enabling
the higher education of women with
leadership potential from the
communities in which NVAG works. This
scholarship amount (average USD 350
per person) includes college/school fees,
books, examination fees, and other extra
fees if required. At any given time, the
education of approximately 10 to 15
girls/women is supported by NVAG
through scholarships.



JNANA PRABODHINI SKILL
DEVELOPMENT CENTER,  SHIVAPUR
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Jnana Prabodhini’s Skill Development Center at Shivapur was established in 1984. The
facility with around 12,000 sq. ft. area institutes technical and vocational training for
various trades. For the last 36 years, it has trained more than 2500 youngsters in turning,
fitting, wiring, welding, plumbing, electric wireman, CNC lathe machine operator, etc. This
has fulfilled the demand for skilled industries, simultaneously providing employment and
livelihood to the youth community in the neighboring area. More than 160 of these
students have become entrepreneurs and generating employment for many more.

    "It's so easy...and yet so useful" 
was the expression of one of the
students after completing his first term
project on a lathe machine. He was able
to complete his course with the
financial support he received through
JPF's Learn India Campaign. 

Now after completing the course, he
aims to start his own lathe shop and
create employment opportunities!
Thank you JPF for enabling this!

Mitesh Achwal,
     - Center Administrator, JPS

Disbursed Amount - USD 4,000
Utilized Amount -  USD 2,350

# of students supported - 12

Learn India Campaign Activities

(as of July'21)

The facility has evolved over time and
focusing more on the training in 
 Computerized and Numerically
Controlled machines (CNC) for the last
few years. Looking at the changing
demands from industry, this skills
development center is planning to add
few more advanced machines in the
current and next years. 

The center has always targeted enrolling
rural youth from financially weaker
backgrounds. Most of such students need
financial assistance. The average annual
cost of training one student in the center
is USD 235.



GRAM PRABODHINI ,  
SALUMBRE
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Gram Prabodhini, Salumbre is a joint educational venture started in 1994 by three
organizations viz. Rotary Club of Pune North, Jamnalal Bajaj Sanstha, Pimpri and Jnana
Prabodhini, Pune. It started as primary and secondary school in 1994 and later expanded
to a vocational training center (VTC).

Amount disbursed - USD 10,000

It offers courses for Electrician, Solar
Panel Making, Optical Fiber Splicing, and
Tailoring. It has trained 113 individuals
since then. The average annual cost of
education for one student is USD 235.

JNANA PRABODHINI RESIDENCE
CENTER,  VELHE

Amount disbursed - USD 2,500

 Velhe Sahaniwas (residence center)
started in 2014. The Sahanivas proved to
be a boon for the girls as many of them
had to leave education due to the lack of
residential facilities in Velhe town center. 

This residence has been instrumental in
supporting female students to continue
their education.

Gram Prabodhini and Velhe Residence Center had to halt their functioning in late 2020 due
to COVID restrictions. Thus the disbursed aid could not be utilized. The disbursed amount
of USD 10,000 for Gram Prabodhini, Salumbre and USD 2,500 for Velhe Center will be used
in the year 2021-2022.



NON-FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES
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JPF launched three educational projects during the Learn India Campaign. All three
projects are currently active with continuous contribution from over 100 volunteers. 

B E Y O N D  L A N G U A G E  B A R R I E R S

JPF has partnered with Jnana Prabodhini Nigdi to work
with 7th-grade students to improve their English skills.
Over 15 JPF volunteers worked with a class of 35
students in for 4 months with weekly virtual interactive
sessions included games, reading sessions, and 
 activities that were aimed to motivate and encourage
students to improve their English communication skills. 

P R O J E C T  B A S E D  L E A R N I N G

"Chala Prakalpa Karuya' is a Marathi book written by
over 15 stalwarts in the field of education based on
their years of practice in PBL. JPF 's PBL team
comprising of 20 volunteers translated the book to
English. The team held a virtual publication in Fall 2020.
The live session was attended by over 700 educators
from all over India. Several of them ended up buying
the book for their children/students. 

C O V I D - 1 9  K A P  S U R V E Y

JPF partnered with Carnegie Mellon University, USA
to study the impact of a COVID-19 in urban slums in
and around Pune.  
A survey with almost 60 questions was designed and
deployed with the help of eight NGOs in October 2020
to collect peoples' opinions about the pandemic. The
study is based on a theoretical framework of ‘Wisdom
of the Crowds’ that draws from social psychology,
cognitive neuroscience, and behavioral economics.
The project culminated in a comprehensive policy
report complete with geospatial mapping which was
published in  summer of 2021.

https://jpvijnanadal.in/
https://jpvijnanadal.in/
https://jpvijnanadal.in/
https://jpvijnanadal.in/
https://jpvijnanadal.in/
https://jpvijnanadal.in/


FINANCIALS
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If you have any questions or need additional information about the contents of this report,
please contact us via email - info at jnanaprabodhinifoundation dot org

Summary
Total donations received through Learn India                                                              USD 118,200
Total disbursement to schools and centers                                                                    USD 118,200
Total amount utilized                                                                                                                USD 100,127
 Net balance as of July'21                                                                                                        USD 18,073

Initial Plan
Site or School         Per Student               # of Students                    Total Target

      Annual Fee                 to be Sponsored             Amount
JPP, Pune                   USD 1,000                    25                                            USD 25,000
JPNV, Nigdi                USD 500                        77                                            USD 38,500
JP Harali                     USD 250                        101                                          USD 25,250
JP Shivapur               USD 235                        17                                            USD 4,000                              
 Jp Velhe                     USD 50                           50                                            USD 2,500
Total                                                                      270                                         USD 100,000 

                                                                                             (With 4.75% Operation Costs)

Actuals
Site or                    Amount                    Amount Used             Balance as of         # of Students 
School                   Disbursed                In Year 2020                Year 2020                Supported 2020
JPP, Pune              USD 25,000              USD 21,077                   USD 3,923                 34
JPNV, Nigdi           USD 38,500              USD 38,500                   USD 0                         187
JP Harali                 USD 25,250              USD 25,250                  USD 0                         101
JP Solapur             USD 10,150              USD 10,150                  USD 0                          75
Urban Slum Dev  USD  2,800                USD 2,800                    USD 0                           8
JP Shivapur           USD 4,000                 USD 2,350                    USD 1,350                  12
JP Salumbre         USD 10,000               USD 0                             USD 10,000               0
 Jp Velhe                 USD 2,500                 USD 0                             USD 2,500                  0
Total                        USD 118,200           USD 100,127              USD 18,073             417



G E T  I N V O L V E D

 

Want to change the world for the better?
Want to develop leadership skills?
Want to build an exciting network?

 
Join us!

 
Teams:

Projects Teams
Fundraising Team

Website Team
Social Media Team

Outreach Team

455

39276 Beringer Dr.
Murrieta, CA 92563

 

 

What is a typical time commitment?
Depends on your availability and preference.

Suggested: 1-2 Hr/week.
 

I would love to help but not sure which team to join.
No worries! We will help you find a fit. You can 'test-drive' as many roles as you

wish till you find the one that clicks!
 

Email us at
info at jnanaprabodhinifoundation dot org
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https://jnanaprabodhinifoundation.org

https://www.facebook.com/jnanaprabodhinifoundation
https://www.instagram.com/supportjpf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYm_aR7JH28IkrY71Qqu9hw
http://jnanaprabodhinifoundation.org/

